
FOREWORD 

 

 

 On September 7, 1947,  Joseph Cardinal Mindszenty, Primate of Hungary, born in Vas 

county and formerly a priest of the Diocese of Szombathely, together with the Hungarian 

College of Bishops, consecrated the newly rebuilt Cathedral of Szombathely, destroyed during 

the war and rebuilt with the countless sacrifices of its parishioners.  And on the next day, 

September 8, with over one hundred thousand parishioners from the Diocese of  St. Martin’s  he 

celebrated the Marian Congress, where again he dedicated his life to the Immaculate Heart of 

Mary.  The two events were joined by the evening candlelight procession and the night-long 

adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. 

 

 There comes a time when the historian starts a new page when writing about these 

difficult and faith-defining times.  Our wish is to not only remember these two events as a 

passing memory or a festive historical event, but as Life and Truth.  That is the purpose of this 

commemorative book, which I lovingly offer to all the priests of my diocese and its parishioners 

with this request:  May  this historical double event stay alive in their souls, may it be a source 

that strengthens their faith, gives new impetus for renewal, and grants faithful attachment to 

Mary, the Mother of all Hungarians, to the priests and their faithful of  my diocese. 

 

 Szombathely, Christmas Eve of 1947. 

 

       Sándor Kovács 

       Diocesan Bishop 
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