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HEADQUARTERS  55TH  BOMB WING (H)

 APO 520                                          US ARMY

                                                                                                                                                      

                                                                                                                 3 March 1945

OPERATIONS ORDER

NUM BER #109

                                                       THIS IS PLAN BAKER

1.

a.

See Intelligence Annex.

b.

4 Groups of 304th Wing attack WIERNER NEUSTAD T M ain Sorting Sidings and

Station Yard from 1240A to 1320A.

4 Groups of 5th Wing attack SOPRON East and West M/Y's & 2 Groups attack

BRUCK M /Y from 1320A to 1345A.

4 Groups of 47th Wing attack HEGYSHALOM  (Sic.)  M/Y from 1350A to 1430A.

3 Groups of 49th Wing attack GRAZ M/Y from 1245A to 1315A

154 Wx  Recon  Sq.  A/C  provide  target  and  wx recon  at 1st light;   Wx  recon

for early part of  route  will  be  provided  by  this  a/c.

Fighters of 15FC provide PTW (Protect to W ing) escort for all Wings.

AIR FORCE ALTERNATE T ARGETS:

            AF#  1 -     ZAG REB W EST  M Y. TCS  8-15. (VISUAL)

AF# 2 -    ZAGREB EAST  MY. TCS  8-15. (VISUAL)

AF# 3 -     CELJE  MY. TC 8-32-NA. (VISUAL)

AF# 4 -      LJUBLJANA  MY. TC 8-100-NA. (VISUAL)

AF# 5 -      BROD SOUTH  MY. TC 8-36-NA. (VISUAL)

AF# 6 -     BROD MAIN  MY. TC 8-103-NA. (VISUAL)

AF# 7 -     ST. VIET  MY and  STN. MBC 14- 81. (VISUAL or PFF)

AF# 8 -      ST MICHAEL. MBC 14- 90. (VISUAL or PFF)

              AF# 9 -      OMITTED.

AF# 10 -    VILLACH MY'S. MBC 14- 40. (VISUAL or PFF)

AF# 11 -     KNITTELFELD  LOCO  REPAIR  SHOPS     M BC 14-76.     (VISUAL or PFF)

2.

Maximum effort (36 a/c plus spares) each group of 55th Wing bombing at 13 minute

intervcals (sic.) attack SZOMBAT HELY  SOUTH  M/Y,  4 March 1945.   This is Plan Baker.

ALTERNATE  TARGETS:   AF# 10,  AF#  4,  AF# 2.

S E C R E T
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                                                                                 S E C R E T        

Opns Order #109 , Hq 55B W,   3 Mar 45 , Cont'd

PROFITABLE  TARGETS  OF  OPPORTUNITY:   AF# 3, AF# 5, AF# 6, AF# 7, AF# 8, AF# 11.

RENDEZVOUS:     Groups leave ANDRIA at 13 minute intervals a t 11000 feet,

                                 460th Leading at 0833A.

FIGHTER  BOMB ER  RENDEZVOUS:    To be signalled(sic) later.

ORD ER OF FLIGH T:    2 columns of Wings:    Right column  - 304th, 5th, 47th.

                                        Left column - 55th   (460-485-465-464), 49 th, 5th Wings.

ROUT E OUT :    ANDRIA TO 4200N 1620E to Control Point ZARA   (4407N  1515E) to

                            LIEZEN (4744N 1414E) to GAMING   (4753N 1433E) to LUNZ (4752N 1501E)

                            to IP to Target.

Start Gradual Climb to Bombing Altitude at 4200N  1620E.

1st. Control Point Time:    0955A at 15000  feet.

INITIAL POINT:    OBERASPANG   (4733N 1606E).

AXIS OF ATTACK:      130 degrees.

1st.  TARGET  TIME:     1200A.

BOMBIN G ALTITUDE:    22000 , 23000, 22500, 23500   feet  respectively.

TARGET  ELEVATION:     721 feet.

RALLY:     RIGHT to ZALALOVO   (4651N 1635E).

ROUTE  BACK :     ZALALOVO to bases.

3.

x.

Load  8 - 500#   RDX  bombs  fused  .1 nose  and  .01 tail.

Intervalometer  Settings:     25 feet Visual   Only.

Visual  MPI's  all  Groups:  0.0-9.6,   N.7-10.5,   N.4-11.4  all on target chart  12-10-NA.

Employ  PFF  aircraft  for  navigational  aid  only.   This  is  a  planned  visual  mission.

Bomb by Boxes using A11 MPI's.    POSITIVE  identification  of  target  must  be made.  No

targets  within 100 miles of  the  RUSSIAN  front  lines  will  be  bombed  except  those  specified.

Possible  presence  of  RUSSIAN  fighter  aircraft  in  target  areas  necessitates care on part of

all  gunners  to  prevent  shooting  down  friendly  aircraft.

DO  NOT  TAKE  OFF  UNTIL  NOTIFIED.

FIRST  ALTERNATE:    AF# 10 - VILLACH M /Y's  (Visual or PFF).

INITIAL  POIN T:    REM NW EG   (4702N  1338E).  

AXIS  OF  ATTACK:    159 degrees.

RALLY:    Right to NALOGU (4623N 1345E).

                                                                                  S E C R E T
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                                                                                  S E C R E T

Opns  Order   #109,  HQ  55BW,   3  Mar  45, Cont'd.

ROUTE BACK :   NALOGU  to  SK RAD    (4527N 1455E)  to  bases.

Use  MPI  as  shown  on  target  chart.

INTERVALOMETER   SETTINGS:    25 feet Visual,  75 feet PFF.

SECOND  ALT ERNATE:    AF# 4  -  LJUBLJAN A  M/Y   (Visual Only)

INITIAL POINT:   ST.  ANDREJ   (4626N 1432E).

AXIS  OF  ATTACK:    180 degrees.

RALLY:    Left to  V.  LASCE   (4550N  1438E).

ROUTE  BACK :   V.  LASCE   to   bases.

Use  MPI  as  shown  on  target  chart.

INT ERVALOMETER   SET TINGS:   25  feet  Visual  Only.

TH IRD ALT ERNATE:   AF# 2  - ZAGREB  EAST  M/Y   (Visual Only)

INITIAL POINT:   LEPOGLAVA   (4612N   1602E).

AXIS OF ATTACK:    179 degrees.

RALLY:    Left  to  TUROPOLJSKI   (4536N 1612E).

ROUTE BACK :   TUROPOLJSKI to bases.

Use  MPI  as  shown on  target  chart.

INT ERVALOMETER   SET TINGS:    25  feet  Visual  Only.

4.

No Change.

5.

a.

Assigned  Group  Command  Frequency  and  VHF  Channel  "B"  for  communication  within  the  Group.

VHF  Wing  Channel  "C"  for  Group  to  Group  within  the  Wing.

VHF  Channel  "A"   for  Bombers  to  Fighters  and  Wing  to  Wing.

b.

Bomber Call Sign:   5th W ing (Attacking SOPRON) - GREENHERD, 47th W ing - CARTLOAD,  49th W ing  -         

                                 RECK LESS,  304th Wing  - MOSES,   

                                 55th Wing  - JETBLACK,  460-JETBLACK  1,   485th-JETBLACK 2,   465th-JETBLACK 3,

                                 464th-JETB LACK 4. (At tack ing SZOMBATHELY)  5th Wing(atkg BRUCK)- ROASTLAMB.

c.

Fighter Call Sign:     5th W ing  (Attacking SOPRON) - FOOTH OLD, 47th W ing - HO USETOP, 49th W ing -             

                                 SHAPELY, 55th W ing- FRONTROOM, 304th Wing - SADLER.  

                                 5th Wing  Attacking BRUCK - DOLCIS.

d.

Recall Signs:             5th Wing - DOGFACE,  47th Wing - PANHANDLE,   49th Wing - POORBRED,

                                  55th Wing RUMRUNNER,  304th Wing - CALIFORNIA,  15FC - BARFLY.

x.

Radio discipline must be enforced.  Standard bombs away signals will be observed.  Employ Chaff,  Panther, and

Carpet per S.O .P. (Standard Operating Procedures)

                         BY  COMMAND  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  ACHESON:

                                                                                                                                     DALE S. SEEDS,

 DISTRIBUTION:   "C"                                                                                               Lt Col, Air Corps, A-3.
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S E C R E T 

                HEADQUARTERS  55TH    BOMBARDMENT   W ING    (H)                D/JD B/2

APO 520, US Army

                                                                                                 3   March   1945

INTELLIGENCE ANNEX   NO.    109

TO   OPERATIONS  ORDER    NO .   109

Th is is Plan Baker.

M aps:  GSGS No.  4072 Europe Air  (GRAZ and F IU M E Sectionals)  1:500,000

Target  and/or  Briefing Charts:  

          No.  12-10-NA   (SZOMBATH ELY)               No.   8-100-NA   (LJUBLJANA)

          No.  14-44-NA   (VILLACH)                         No.   BCS 8-15 (ZAGREB)

          No.  MBC 14-40   (VILLACH)

Pho tographs:  No.  5052   (SZOM BAT HEL Y),  showing  POW  Camp

                   No.  5017   (LUBLJANA)

"H"  Report  No. 86 (Annotated Mosaic, SZOMBATHELY)

HC-667, 6  Sept 44 (LJUB LJAN A), HC-253, 7  Mar  44 (VILLACH)

1.   Plan Baker direc ts attacks against rail  l ines emanating from VIENNA and

passing to HUNGARY  and YUGOSLAVIA.  Mo re importance is given these

targets  in that they are so located that traffic may reach the Hungarian and Yugoslavian

fronts  without originating in VIENNA.  WIERNER NEUSTADT  M /Y acts  as a sorting

center to move  traffic eastward to HUNGARY  and southward to GRAZ.  The  GRAZ M /Y

has been heav ily damaged by repeated attacks, and it is intended to destroy rolling

stock prim arily.  SZOMBATHELY, SOPRON and HEGYESHALOM M /Y 's are key

communications poin ts in HUNGARY.

      Inco mple te repo rts of ground intel l igence indica te that the sustained attacks

by the Fifteenth  Air  Force during February were highly  succe ssful.  I t is believed that 

this long series of missions has caused the enemy severe irrepa rable  damage.

2.    E N EM Y SITUATION

                a .  FLAK 

                      (1) SZOMBATHELY:  Refer to Map  2, 25 Feb 45.  Scant to mod erate

                           accu rate  f lak may be expected.

                      (2) VILLACH:  Refer to Map  14, 28 Feb 45.  Scant to mod erate  f lak

                            may be expected.

                      (3) LJUBLJANA:  Refer to Map  4, 28 Feb 45.  Present information

                            indicates no f lak at this target.

                       (4) ZAGREB E A ST : Refer to Map  12, 26 Feb 45.  M ode rate  to 

                            intense accu rate  f lak may be expected.

                 b .  E N EM Y A IR C RA F T: No app reciab le change in the f ighter appreciat ion

of the enemy capabil it ies f rom the VIENNA area.  Crews will be briefed in reference to

the increased likely hood of accidental attacks by small  formations of enemy fighters.

- 1  -
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S E C R E T  

55BW Intell igence Annex No.   109, 3  Mar  45 (cont'd)

The se formations may consist  of tactical aircra ft making patrols,  and they con stitute a

threat to unescorted bombe rs or stragglers.  I t is recommended that special t ime in

gunners'  briefing be devoted to the recogni tion of Russian aircra ft which may be 

operating in the general area of targets  or route.

                 c .  SIGNIFICANCE OF T A R G ET S

                      (1) SZOMBATHELY: Th is M /Y is one of the most  active rail  centers

in HUNGARY  at the present t ime.  Qu ite a few secondary and primary routes

converge here, and thus SZOMB ATHELY  serves a wide area on the HUNGARIAN  front.

The  yards are located on the east s ide of the town, with mos tly open areas adjoining 

the east s ide of the target.   The  target is long and narrow running north  and south.

Co nside rable  facil i ties are present for repair, sorting and storing of supplies.   All  six

of the l ines emanating from SZOMB ATHELY  are steam operated.  Reconnaissance of

2 March  showed 430 units  including 12 tank wagons prese nt. Due  to constant turnover,

the content may be more  or less than the preceding quoted f igure.

                       (2) LJUBLJANA  M /Y has dou ble  track steam operated connections

 with GRAZ, CELJE, TRIESTE, F IU M E as well  as secondary connections to less

important towns in YUGOSLAVIA.  The  yards si tuated on the NE port ion of the city 

and the sorting section form an "L" shaped target.   The  M /Y includes west reception, east reception,

sorting sidings, storage yards and main  station.  Reconnaissence (Sic.)  of 1  March  showed the following

con tent:  north  sidings, 90 mixed units; loco dep ot,  90 mixed units; 

main  station, 450 mixed units.

                        (3) VILLACH  M/Y, located on one of the main  N-S  routes into  the

UDINE area has also provided a pro fitable  alterna te target.   A successful at tack will 

destroy car content and temp orar ily sever a vi tal communications route.  Reconnaissance of 

1  March  showed 86 wagons in the loco depot and 273 units  in the north  yard.

                         (4) ZAGREB E A ST : The  entire yards in ZAGREB represent the focal

point of dis tr ibut ion of traffic in NE YUGOSLAVIA.  Since the enemy is evide ntly

facing a dangerous  s i tuat ion north  of SARAJEVO, he must  have supplies and material

as well  as mainta in l ines of evacuation.  On 1 March,  a total content of well  over 2 ,000 units  were

prese nt.  The  photos and repo rts indica te much of this stock will be moved soon,

which shows the extreme rapid  turnover at ZAGREB.  The  east yard on the same date  had 393 wagons

and coache s, a third of which had just arr ived.  Th is is a very pro fitable  alterna te target.
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55BW Intell igence Annex No.   109, 3  Mar  45 (cont'd)

3.  FRIENDLY  SITUATION

                  a .   COORDINATION OF ATTACK

                         (1)  5th  Bom bardment  W ing (2 Groups each) attacks SOPRON E A ST ,

                                SOPRON WE ST and BRUCK  M /Y's.

                         (2)  47th  Bom bardment  W ing (4 Gro ups)  attacks HEGYESHALOM M/Y. 

                         (3)  49th  Bom bardment  W ing (3 Gro ups)  attacks GRAZ MA IN M /Y

                         (4) 304 th Bom bardment  W ing (4 Gro ups)  attacks WIENER NEUSTADT

                                M ain Station and Sorting Sidings.

                   b .  The  XV Fighter Comm and will provide escort for penetration, target

                          cover and withdrawal for all wings.

                   C .  Intell igence briefing officers will carefu lly brief the present RUSSIAN 

                          front l ine so that all crews will have knowledge of the pro ximity of

                          operations as well  as for use in the select ion of any alterna te targets

                          in conformance with current operations directives.  

                        BY COMMAND OF BRIGADIER GENERAL ACHESON:

                                                                                           

                                                                                       James D . Boo k,

                                                                                       Majo r, Air  Corps

                                                                                       Asst A-2

                    DISTRIBUTION   "C"

                        

Transc ribed f rom poor quali ty  cop ie s fo r readabi l i ty . 

A r m y Air  Force Do cume nts  1945 , A F H R A , M axw ell  AFB

- 3  -

S E C R E T



C O N F I D E T I A L

Mission Weather Report.
Operations Order #109.
04/03/45.

Bases on takeoff:
 6 to 9/10 cumulus, bases at 3 to 4000', tops at 12000' with scattered snow
           showers.  Visibility 20 miles.  Moderate turbulence to 15000'.

Route out:
Base conditions to central Adriatic, with cumulus tops increasing to 15000'
over Adriatci (Sic.).  Cloud amount decreased to 1 to 3/10 cumulus over east
Adriatic and along Yugoslav coast.  Over Dinarics 6 to 8/10 swelling cumulus
with tops to 15000'.  Cumulus decreased to 3 to 5/10 over Plains.  From
Drava River north to IP, 10/10 altocumulus/altostratus, tops 15000' to 18000'
with few breaks.  Villach and Klagenfurt areas clear.  Patchy thin cirrus to
cirrostratus at 25000' over Austria.  Visibility 20 miles.

Target:
      3 to 5/10 altostratus, tops 14000' with increase in clouds to south and

decreasing to north.   Visibility 20 miles.  Target not snow covered.

Return:
No change.

Base on return:
No change.

Winds and temperatures:
Bases                      12000'                                          minus 24 deg. C.

           S. Adriatic              17000'   f m . 020 deg.   60 knots
Cntrl. Adriatic        16000'                                          minus 32 deg.  C.
N Yugoslavia          22000'   f m . 350 deg.   62 knots      minus 38 deg.  C.

           Target                     23000'   f m . 356 deg.   62 knots      minus 38 deg.  C.
           Target                     21000'   f m . 025 deg.   70 knots

Remarks:
Thin persistent contrails from 18 to 23000' over Yugoslavia and south Austria.
Rime icing (W hite Frost)  in showers over Adriatic and Italian mainland.  Marked             

temperature inversion over Yugoslavia, base 15000', top 18000'.

Transc ribed f rom poor quali ty  cop ie s fo r readabi l i ty . 

A r m y Air  Force Do cume nts  1945 , A F H R A , M axw ell  A F B .

Sm all  font add  fo r c l a ri fi ca tion by t r ansc r ibe r.
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OPERATIONS  ORDER   #109                                                             3  March  1945

WEATHER  ANNEX

BASE: Sky:  6-9/10 low and midd le clouds,  base  2500' MSL  tops

                            9-10 ,000 ', with patches of thick valley stratus.

 Air-Ground  Visib ility: 10-15 miles, except 0-4  miles in

        local areas of low stratus.

Upper  Data:    5 ,000 '   fm. 030 deg.  20 knots    minus  05 C.                                        

                            10,000 '   fm. 010 deg.  30 knots    minus  11 C.

         15,000 '   fm. 360 deg.  35 knots    minus  20 C.

ROUTE: Sky:  Base  conditions breaking to gene rally clear along the Yugoslav

                    coa st, except for heavy cumulus,  tops 15-17,000 ' over western and

                    central Adriat ic.  7-9/10 heavy cumulus over Yugoslave  mountains,

                    tops 8-12 ,000 ', increasing over northern slopes of Alps to 8-10/10

                    with tops to 12 -15,00 0',  breaking to 4-6/10 over target area with tops

                    12 ,000 '.  Pro bab le heavy and persisting con trails f rom 23-26,000 ' 

                    over northern half  of route.

                    Air-Ground  Visib ility: 15-20 miles.

                    Upper  Data:   10,000 '   fm. 360 deg.  35 knots   minus  12 C.

                                        15,000 '   fm. 360 deg.  40 knots   minus  20 C.

                                        20,000 '   fm. 350 deg.  55 knots   minus  30 C.

                                        25,000 '   fm. 350 deg.  65 knots   minus  41 C.

Ta rget:            Sky:    4-6/10 low clouds,  tops 10-12,000 ' and few high clouds from

                               22 -25,00 0'.

                     Air-Ground  Visib ility: 15-20 miles.

                     Surface W inds: No rth 10 miles per hour.

                     Upper  Data:  15,000 '   fm. 350 deg.   50 knots   minus   21 C.

                                        20,000 '   fm. 350 deg.   60 knots   minus   31 C.

                                        25,000 '   fm. 350 deg.   70 knots   minus   42 C.

                                        30,000 '   fm. 340 deg.   75 knots   minus   51 C.

RETURN:  Similar to route  out,  except for slight build  up of cumulus activity  over

                     land areas with scattered rain  and snow showers over south  Italy.

A L TE R N AT E FIELDS:   Lecce and M and uria  areas shou ld be the best  alternates.

NOTE:            Severe icing in c louds from 3-15 ,000 '.

                      BY COMMAND OF BRIGADIER GENERAL ACHESON:

                                                                                       ALTON BUNDICK,
Transc ribed f rom poor quali ty  cop ie s fo r readabi l i ty . 

A r m y Air  Force Do cume nts  1945 , A F H R A , M axw ell  AFB                                  1st Lt,  Air  Corp s,

Sm all  font add  fo r c l a ri fi ca tion by transcribe r.                                              Asst W ing W ea. Office

S E C R E T



C O N F I D E N T A L

HEADQUARTERS 55TH BOMB WING (H)
                             APO  520                                US ARMY

   MISSION SUMMARY NUMBER #181

                                          SZOMBATHELY  M/Y, HUNGARY

OPERATIONS  FOR:   4 MARCH  1945

                                                   460th    464th      465th     485th    TOTAL

MISSIONS: 1      1 1 1           4

A/C*  ASSIGNED:           52      58 53 56 219

A/C  OPERAT IONAL: 29 49 34 34 146

A/C  SCHEDULED: 28 42 30 28 128

A/C  DISPATCHED  (SORT IES): 28 42 29 28 127 

NON-EFFECTIVE SORTIES: WEAT HER: 0 0 0 0 0

                                          OTHER:   0 2 4 2 8  

EFFECTIVE SORTIES (A/C  BO MB ING ):      a. 28      b . 40 25 26 119

TONNAGE DROPPED: 55         76.75 50 52           233.75

LOSSES: FLAK: 0 0 0 0 0

              E/A :** 0 0 0 0 0 

              OTHER: 0 1 0 0 1 

MISSING: 0 0 1 0 1  

     SEVERE / SLIGHT  

BATT LE DAMAGE: 0/3 1/3 1/5 0/3 2/14

E/A    ENCOUNTERED: 0 0 0 0 0

E/A    DESTROYED IN AIR: 0 0 0 0 0

        PROBABLE: 0 0 0 0 0

        DAMAGED: 0 0 0 0 0

E/A  DESTROYED ON GROUND: 0 0 0 0 0

        DAMAGED: 0 0 0 0 0

*A/C  =  Air  Cr aft

**E/A  =  E n e m y Airc raft

a. - 1  a/c  dropped 2 tons on Ljubljana M /Y

b. - 1  a/c  dropped 2 tons on Graz Sou th East  M /Y
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MISSION SUMMARY NUMBER   #181 cont.

55TH WING OPERATIONS TO DATE

                                                         460th    464th      465th      485th    TOTAL
MISSIONS: 169 151 155 152 627

A/C* DISPATCHED (SORT IES): 5,432 5,083 4,964 4,779 20,258

NON-EFFECTIVE SORTIES: WEAT HER: 511 566 635 503 2,215

                                          OTHER: 655 657 508 540 2,360

EFFECTIVE SORTIES (A/C  BO MB ING ): 4,266 3,860 3,821 3,736 15,683

TONNAGE DROPPED: 9,46 8.9 8,568.55 8,464.05 8,373.25 34,874.75

LOSSES:   FLAK: 28 34 24 26 112

                E/A :** 7 26 15 12 60

                OTHER: 30 21 11 24 86

MISSING A/C: 51 41 48 16 156

SEVERE / SLIGHT

BATT LE DAMAGE: 40/877 64/522 81/626 80/766 265/2,791

E/A  ENCOUNTERED: 336 299 448 241 1,324

E/A  DESTROYED IN AIR: 56 85 75 62 278

       PROBABLE: 24 43 17 41 125

       DAMAGED: 16 21 32 37 106

E/A  DESTROYED ON GROUND: 18 20 11 24 73

       DAMAGED: 24 12 9 7 52

*A/C  =  Air  Cr aft

**E/A  =  E n e m y Airc raft

- 2  -
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C O N F I D  E N T  I A L

55BW Mission Summary  No.  181, 4  March  45 Cont 'd .

          1 .  General Sum mary.    On 4 Mar  45, 127 a/c  (128 a/c  scheduled) of the 55th  Bom bardment

                  W ing took off f rom 0735-0810A to at tack the SZOMB ATHELY  M/Y.  There  were 119         

                  effective sort ies and 8 non-effective sorties.

               From 1242-1326A 117 a/c  were over the SZOMB ATHELY  M /Y and from 22000-23500'          

                  dropped 229.75 tons of 500 lb . RDX bom bs.  Bom bing was accomplished visually.

               Flak encountered ranged from SAH /M AH .***   Flak at LJUBLJANA M /Y was MAH.

                  One  a/c  f rom the 464 th Bomb Group  at tacked the M /Y at LJUBLJANA.  One  a/c  f rom the     

                  464 th Bomb Group  dropped 2 tons on GRAZ M/Y.

               Escort  of 30-40 P-51's  were first observed at 1000A at 4153-1520, 15-20 P-38's  were              

                  observed in the target area.  Escort  was last observed at 1430A at 4400-1530.

               W eather: At take off was 8/10 stratocumulus and cumulus with tops up to 12 00 0'.                    

                  Scattered snow showers in area.

                8-10/10 cumulus over ADRIATIC, top 14000' and breaking along DALMATIAN  Coa st to

                  3-4/10.

                8-10/10 cumulus over DIN ARIC  Alps and in DRAVA River area 10/10 altocumulus,  top         

                  18 00 0'.   Bo th layers broke  in vicinity of the IP  to scattered.

                At target,  3 /10 altocumulus tops 18 00 0',  visibility unlimited.

                On return, low cover averaging 8/10, tops 12,000-14000'

                8 /10 stratocumulus and cumulus at base  on return, at 30 00 '.  Visib ility 20 miles.

                One  a/c  of the 464 th Bomb Group  was lost just after take-o ff.  One  a/c  of the 465 th Bomb       

                   Group  is l isted as missing.

2.   460 th Bomb Group.  Due  to local weather conditions assem bly and wing rendezvous  were not

accomplished as ordered.  The  460 th Bomb Group  assembled by boxes Southwe st of the field  and finally

departed from XXXX at 0917A.  From here the Group  flew to ZARA, arriving there at 1035A forty

minutes late.  From ZARA a briefed course  to the target was flown.  The  mickey operator furnished the

lead navigator with about  20 f ixes enro ute to the target.   Visib ility was good most  of the route  however

clouds and haze restr icted the visibility in the area of the ALPS.  In this area PF fixes were used to avo id

known flak areas.   Low cloud conditions wou ld not perm it a visual run from the briefed init ial point and a

turn was made to approach from another poin t.  Due  to troub le encountered enro ute this Group  bombed

third rather than second as scheduled.

W hen the Group  turned over the IP  there was another Group  already on the bomb run.  The  leader

of the 460 th Bomb Group  decided to make a 360 degree turn and try another run.  At the start of this run

the PFF operator was asked to assist the bomba rdier.  As the ground speed was very high the PF operator

was unab le to make any course  correction.  W hen the target became visible, it was seen that a bombing

from that posi tion wou ld be inadvisable, again  the leader turned off the bomb run and took his formation

to another IP .  Th is IP  was chosen as it made the bomb run a visual run from the start.   As the run was

being made, the leader contacted his boxes and told  them to change the aiming point and use a very

prominent building as the aiming poin t.  There  were no malfunctions of the bombing  equ ipme nt.

27 a/c  at 1324A from 22000' dropped 53 tons on a heading of 181 degrees.   One  a/c  which

became separated from the Group  at tacked the LJUBLJANA M/Y.  From 22000' at 1325A this a/c

dropped 2 tons.
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Photos show: Ap pro ximate ly f ifteen hits are visible  in the M /Y south  of the overp ass amon gst

freight cars and tank wagons causing fires;  there was one direct hit and several near misses in the RR

overp ass.  The  locomotive shed received one direct hit.   (Note: Second wave over the city @  13:24 PM .)

            

3 .   464 th Bomb Group.   Bad  weather at base  hindered the assem bly of this Group.  The  464 th

Bomb Group  finally departed on course  for ZARA at 0932A.  An unexpected wind shift drove  the Group

20 miles to the left of course  across  the ADRIATIC.  Two  turns were necessary to get by ZARA.  Sho rtly

after the last turn point it became necessary to dog leg to the left to avo id another wing coming in.  Up to

this point pilotage and dead reckoning had been possible, but f rom here PFF was rel ied on.  The  Group

continued on course  to the IP .  The  Group  was last over the target.   The  turn over the IP  was made in a

satisfactory manner with the boxes spacing for individual runs.  Sho rtly after leaving the IP the target

area was picked up but smoke from previous bombing  made identi fication of the briefed MPI difficult.  

All  the lead bomba rdiers reported the same trouble.  Three of the boxes made their  runs using the auto

pi lot but the other box leaders had trouble.  There  were six malfunctions reported in the Group.

39 a/c  were over the target at 1330A.  From 23,500 ' on a heading of 110 degrees,  74.75 tons of

500 lb . RDX were dropped.  One  a/c  which was a late  take-o ff was unab le to join  the Group  formation

and proceeded to GRAZ.  At 1259A from 22,000 ' this a/c  dropped 2 tons with another W ing of the Air

Force.

Photos show: One  bomb strike in the center of the yard direc tly on a locomotive causing a huge

explosion.  Remainder of the bombs were dispersed and caused no visible  military damage.  (Note: Third

wave over the city @  13:29 PM.   Mission Report records a course of 140 degrees).

4 .   465 th Bomb Group.   The  465 th Bomb Group  departed from XXXX sixteen minutes late. A

course  was set direc tly for the control point to make up t ime which was lost in assem bly due to bad

weather.  The  Group  passed over ZARA eighteen minutes late  and at the scheduled al t itude.  The

remainder of the route  was f lown as briefed but t iming was not as briefed due to wind drift.   The  Group

turned three miles to the W est of the IP  to make their  bomb run.  Visual navigat ion was used enro ute

except in the area of the ALPS where an underca st caused the unit  to rely on PF.

The  465 th Bomb Group  was third in the W ing formation.  The  lead navigator turned the

formation over the IP  and the bombardier was able  to pick up the target.   The  cross  winds which were

present forced the bombardier to kill more  drift  than had been present in the sight.   Th is was the only

difficulty encountered by the lead bomba rdier.  As the formation didn 't fall into  boxes in trail at the IP

there were only  two leaders sighting for course.  The  auto  pi lot of one lead a/c  was not operative so a

manual run was made.  Two  a/c  reported malfunctions.

25 a/c  we over the SZOMB ATHELY  M /Y at 1306A at 22 ,000 '.  on a heading of 105 degrees

these a/c  dropped 50 tons of 500 lb . RDX bom bs.

   Photos show: The  pattern of bomb str ikes were imme diately  short of the M /Y with five or six

str ikes extending into  the yard amon gst the freight cars,  and cutting tracks.  Two  direct hits are observed

on the Sou th tracks converging choke poin t.  (Note: Fourth wave over the city and followed the 464th Bomb Group  @

13:29 PM.  Time over the target is probably an error.)

 5.    485 th Bomb Group.   Th is Group  lead the W ing formation.  The  Group  had extreme difficulty

in assem bly and finally departed on course  for ZARA at 08:25A.  The  Group  passed over the control

point at 1020A, twelve minutes late.  From ZARA the Group  continued to a point thir teen miles to the

Sou th of Liezen, where it turned and paralleled the briefed course  Sou th of RAMING (S ic ).  The  group

flew along the briefed course  until  five miles away from the target when the target was spotted somewhat

to the right.   PF was used enro ute as an aid  to navigat ion due to part ial cloud coverage.  Fixes were given

to the lead navigators every ten minutes and then were transmitted to the Group  every half  hour.
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The  briefed IP was not identif ied as there was a heavy cloud cover in the area.  The  turn onto  the

bombing  run was made on E T A and when the target became visible  it was 30 degrees to the right.   By the

t ime the turn was completed a very short run of 45 seconds or less was all that remained.  The  lead

bombardier reported a fair run but the other box leaders were confused by the turns made by the leader. 

The se boxes didn 't have sufficient t ime to make a good run and as a result  they dropped their  bombs

before synchronization was completed.

26 a/c  dropped 52 tons on Szo mba thely M /Y at 12:42A, from 23,500 ' on a heading of 150

degrees.

Photos show: Ap pro ximate ly 20 str ikes are located in the freight yard causing con sidera ble

damage  to freight cars and trackage.  Remainder,  totaling seven bom bs, fell in an open area with no

military damage  visible. (Note: This was the first wave of the day @  12:42PM.  No information as to damage in the city).

Fighter Escort

325 th Fighter Group

Mission: T o provide route  cover on P T W  for B-24s of the 55th  Bomb W ing attacking

SZOMB ATHELY  M/Y, SZOMBATHELY, HUNGARY.

Statistics: 47 P-51s took off f rom XXXX A/D  at 0842A.  44 effective sorties, 3  non effective

sorties, 3  mec hanica l, 44 P-51s down at base  at 1445A.

Narrative Description: 44-P-51s R/V  with B-24s of the 55 Bomb W ing at 1238A 23 ,000 ', at 4740-

1630.  The  R/V  was late  because  of strong head winds and an overcast  No rth of the R/V  point which

extended along route  to target area.  44 P-51s provided target cover for bombe rs f rom 1240A to 1305A at

23 ,000 '.  Last  12 P-51s left bombe rs at 1326A, 20,000, at ZAGREB area.

Enemy Aircr aft: 6  SEF were seen making a head on pass  at a B-24 straggler headed Eas t, in the

area 4555-1645, 15,000 ' at 1330A.  W hen the P-51s started to interce pt,  the e/a  disappeared in the clouds.  

Later the B-24 was observed headed East  toward Russian held  territory.

Flak: None.

Ob servations:  At 1230A, 15,000 ' at Topolca  (Sic.)  A/D  (4653-1727) 20 SEF were observed.  At

Papa A/D, 1245A, from 18 ,000 ', 40 SEF were observed.  At 1100A, 18 ,000 ', 75 - 100 box cars and a long

train headed Sou th East  were seen in the Ljubljana M /Ys.

Rad io Sec urity: Satisfac tory.

Frien dly A/C  in Trouble: At 1315A in the area 4638-1546, B-24 was seen going down enveloped

in smoke.  One  chute  was observed.  The  B-24 had been hit by f lak in the target area.

*A/C = Aircraft
**E/A = Enemy Aircraft
Flak: Enemy Fire from German anti-aircraft  guns.
***Flak Values: S-Scant, M-Moderate, H-Heavy, A-Accurate, I-Intense
A/D: Air Drome.
IP: Initial Point
MPI: Main Point of Impact
PTW: Protection to Wing
RV: Rendezvous 
SEF: Single Engine Fighters

Cloud Cover: 10/10 - Full Cloud Cover
                     1/10 - Minimal Cloud Cover
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